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For the second time within four months 
New York City Building in Flushing Meadow 
Park became a center of world interest as 
the General Assembly met in Special Session 
to consider an important world problem. 
The building looked its best amid the bur- 
geoning trees as the representatives gath- 
ered for the opening on the keen spring 
morning of April 28. As the Session ad- 
vances, the Park will become greener and 
the trees will come out in all the beauty of 


flower and foliage. 
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THIS WEEK 


A Chronicle of United Nations Activities 


Tur First SPECIAL SESSION OF THE GENERAL 
AsseMBLY convened on April 28 at Flushing 
Meadow. After nominating its Credentials Com- 
mittee, and electing Mr. Oswaldo Aranha of Brazil 
as President for the Special Session, the Assembly 
formally admitted the Kingdom of Siam to mem- 
bership in the United Nations. It elected its seven 
vice-presidents for the session and, sitting as each 
of its six main committees (Committees of the 
Whole) , appointed the committee chairmen. It thus 
constituted the General Committee, which is com- 
posed of the President, the seven vice-presidents 
and the chairmen of the six committees (see page 
467). 

On April 23 the Secretary-General received a 
communication from the Government of Saudi 
Arabia requesting that, in accordance with Rule 18 
of the Provisional Rules of Procedure, an additional 
item be added to the Agenda of the Session, namely: 
the termination of the Mandate over Palestine and 
the declaration of its independence. (On April 21 
and 22 the Secretary-General had received com- 
munications with virtually the same request from 
Egypt, Iraq, Lebanon and Syria.) 

The General Committee held its first meeting of 
the Special Session—the 28th of its series—on the 
forenoon of April 29. It decided to recommend that 
the General Assembly adopt the Provisional 
Agenda, referring the single item (the United King- 
dom proposal for the constitution of a special com- 
mittee to make recommendations on the future 
government of Palestine) to its First (Political and 
Security) Committee. At its second meeting, on the 
afternoon of the same day, the Committee began 
consideration of the Supplementary List, which 
contains the proposal, put forward by Egypt and 
the Arab states, for the termination of the man- 
date over Palestine and for the independence of 
that country (see page 472) . 


A 


On April 26, the Secretary-General announced 
that he had received a letter dated April 22 con- 
taining the formal application of the Republic of 
Hungary for membership in the United Nations. 

4 
In Geneva, the Securrry Councit’s CoMMISSION 


MAY 6, 1947 


OF INQUIRY IN THE BALKANS discussed technical ar- 
rangements for the despatch of a subsidiary group 
to Greece in accordance with the Security Council’s 
decision on April 18 (see page 488). 
A 

ComMiITTEE 2 of the Atomic ENERGY COMMISSION 
continued discussion on April 24 of the functions 
of research and development in the proposed inter- 
national control agency. The Secretariat was asked 
to draw up a synthesis of the papers on the research 
aspects of the proposed international agency re- 
ceived so far from Australia, Belgium, Canada, 
France, Poland, the United Kingdom, and the 
United States. The Committee held an informal 
discussion on April 28 and met in closed session 
on April 29 when Dr. J. Robert Oppenheimer, 
Professor of Physics at California Institute of Tech- 
nology and University of California, spoke on the 
“functions of the international agency in relation 
to research and development activities.” 


A 


The TrusteesHie Councit held the final meet- 
ing of its first session on April 28 when it adopted 
the text of its draft report for submission to the 
General Assembly at its Second Session. It had pre- 
viously adopted resolutions concerning its rela- 
tions with the Economic and Social Council and 
intergovernmental agencies; expressing its approval 
of the policy of the United Kingdom with 
respect to German and Italian residents and 
former residents of Tanganyika; relating to 
the transmission of the provisional questionnaire 
to the Economic and Social Council and to the 
Specialized Agencies for advice and comments. It 
also adopted the text of its draft Rules of Proce- 
dure and the report of its Committee of Nine on 
the Western Samoa Petitions regarding the tenta- 
tive composition of the Western Samoan Visiting 
Mission (see page 483) . 


A 


The Temporary Social WELFARE COMMITTEE 
concluded its second session on April 24 when it 
approved a document as a working paper for its 
next session. Members agreed to prepare memo- 
randa for the third and final session of the Com- 
mittee scheduled to meet early in July. 





The ConsuLTaTivE COMMITTEE ON STATISTICAL 
Matters held its first meeting on April 25 and 
agreed to choose 1937 as the base year for publica- 
tion of statistical index numbers. 


A 


On April 29, Dr. P. C. Chang, the representative 
of China on the Economic and Social Council, 
signed, on behalf of his government, the Constitu- 
tion and Interim Arrangement of the INTERNA- 
TIONAL REFUGEE ORGANIZATION. 


A 


The INTERNATIONAL BANK FOR RECONSTRUCTION 
AND DEVELOPMENT announced that on April 29 the 
Government of Mexico had filed a formal applica- 
tion for a loan of $208,875,000 for developing pro- 
ductive facilities such as irrigation and hydro-elec- 
tric projects, and railroad and harbor improve- 
ments. It also announced that the Netherlands Gov- 
ernment had formally applied for a loan of $535,- 
000,000 to finance a portion of its more urgent 
projects in an over-all rehabilitation, reconstruc- 
tion and industrialization program. 


A 


In Geneva, the PREPARATORY COMMITTEE OF THE 
INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE ON TRADE AND Em- 
PLOYMENT began actual tariff negotiations on April 
23. 

A 


The INTERNATIONAL TIMBER CONFERENCE, con- 
vened by the United Nations Food and Agriculture 
Organization and the Czechoslovak Government, 
opened in Prague on April 28. It elected its chair- 
man, Mr. Jindrich Kolowat Krakovsky, of Czecho- 
slovakia, and other officers (see page 488) . 


The Apvisory COMMITTEE ON SALT FIsH of the 
Foop AND AGRICULTURE. ORGANIZATION, which con- 
vened in Washington on April 21, concluded 
its discussions on.April 25. The Committee 
reviewed the recent history of the salt fish industry 
and made preliminary arrangements to gather in- 
formation necessary for the preparation of the 
comprehensive study on salt fish recommended last 
January by the Preparatory Commission on World 
Food Proposals. 

On April 24, the FAO announced that the Goy- 
ernments of Siam and Hungary had submitted 
formal requests that FAO Missions be sent to their 
respective countries to make studies and recommen- 
dations concerning the general agricultural situa- 
tion. 


A 


The second session of the INDUSTRIAL COMMITTEE 
on Coav MIniNG of the INTERNATIONAL LABOR OR- 
GANIZATION convened in Geneva on April 25. Sub- 
committees set up to deal with questions of re- 
cruitment for the industry, and with vocational 
training, elected their efficers and accepted draft 
texts prepared by the International Labor Office 
as the basis for their discussions. 


A 


The ExperT COMMITTEE ON MALARIA Of the In- 
TERIM COMMISSION OF THE WoRLD HEALTH ORGANI- 
ZATION, which convened in Geneva on April 21, 


concluded its five-day session on April 25. It recom- 
mended the setting up of a permanent advisory 
committee on malaria to serve as an international 
co-ordinating and intelligence center, and to pro- 
mote malaria research and control. It would also 
give, on request, technical assistance to govern- 
ments. 
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General Assembly’s 


Special Session Convenes 


Organizational Matters Quickly Dealt With 


Win a minimum of fanfare, the General As- 
sembly convened for its first special session at the 
New York City Building in Flushing Meadow Park 
on the morning of April 28. The note of excitement 
which marked the opening, four months ago, of the 
last Assembly was notably absent, but public in- 
terest was as keen as ever. Some twenty thousand 
applications for seats had to be turned down and 
only twenty-five “token” seats were made avail- 
able to the public, the other seats having been 
taken up by delegations and the representatives 
of organizations. 

The great hall, impressive as ever with its high 
dais and the global map in the background, had 
been prepared for the meeting at short notice. Since 
the delegations were small—most countries sent 
only one representative—there were many vacant 
chairs by the delegates’ tables. The seating plan had 
also changed, since Argentina had drawn the first 
seat. Thus, the U.S.S.R., the United Kingdom and 
the United States, which were all in the first row 
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at the last session, now occupied seats at a consid- 
erable distance from the rostrum. 

Many of the delegates are permanent repre- 
sentatives to the United Nations, men who meet 
each other many times a week. The atmosphere 
was therefore that of an important business occa- 
sion, rather than of an exceptional event. There 
was a consciousness too among the delegates, 
the Secretariat, and the press and public that the 
United Nations had been called upon to deal with 
a problem which arouses intense emotion and 
which has proved bitterly contentious for many 
years. 

The proceedings themselves began on a business- 
like note. There were no formal speeches, no 
lengthy reports, and the first day’s work went 
through smoothly with a notable economy of 
time. Because the day’s program was purely or- 
ganizational, the subject of Palestine was hardly 
mentioned. 


467 











Barely four months had elapsed since the end of 
the first regular session, said Fernand van Langen- 
hove of Belgium who, as chairman of the delega- 
tion from which the previous President had: been 
elected, opened the meeting. He recalled that 
Paul-Henri Spaak had warned that the young 
United Nations must not be too ambitious but 
“events today,” he said, “are stronger than our wish 
to avoid overloading our organization.” 


“If our meetings are so numerous,” Mr. van 
Langenhove continued, “it is because the United 
Nations is not yet entirely out of the period of 
organization; it is also because we are living in a 
world which is still shaken by a terrible war, and, 
more, it is toward the United Nations that the 
peoples and governments are turning in the hope 
of finding a solution to their gravest difficulties.” 

The Belgian representative cited the current 
special session as “‘a striking example” of this fact. 
He thought that it was an indication of progress 
in the spirit of international co-operation, in which 
all could rejoice; but, he warned, “the more the 
number of appeals to our organization, the more 
necessary it is that it should improve its methods 
and do all that it can in order to increase the 
effectiveness of its work. May this idea inspire us 
in our deliberations.” 


After electing the Credentials Committee, the 
General Assembly proceeded to elect a President 
for the session. Oswaldo Aranha of Brazil was 
elected by 45 votes of the 50 cast in secret ballot. 
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Dr. Oswaldo Aranha, of 
Brazil, makes his Opening 
address as President of the 
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In his inaugural address, Mr. Aranha described 
the problem which had brought the General As 
sembly together as one which, through the ages, 
had challenged the minds and the sentiments of 
individuals and of peoples. “Time has brought 
forth,” he said, “an hour of decision for our 
consciences.” 

“We have, within ourselves,” the President said, 
“the greatest possibilities ever offered to men, for 
the solution, by the exercise of reason, of difficulties 
which were complicated and aggravated in the past 
by the resort to force. Above all, it is within our 
choice to make the United Nations the balance of 
justice, security and peace, or to allow it, through 
our lack of wisdom, to be transformed into one 
more sword to be blindly wielded by force and 
instinct. 


‘Mankind looks to us for a future of greater 
tranquillity and more happiness,” the new Presi- 
dent continued. “We have no warrant to postpone 
or to allow confusion to cloud the issues of the 
task entrusted to us by our people, and by all 
peoples. The truth which we must always keep 
our minds and in our sentiments is that if our oF 
ganization fails in its intent, there will be no na 
tion, no home, no conscience at peace throughout 
the world in which we shall have to live.” 

Affirming his faith in the United Nations, he de- 
clared that great advances had been made in all the 
fields of its jurisdiction and that notable moral 
progress was in view. 
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The well-being of peoples had been accorded 
assistance in a measure unknown before. The post- 
war period had been marked by generous help and 
constructive assistance which had brought comfort 
to the defeated and ennobled the mission of the 


victors. 

Taking note of the fact that the United Nations 
was established in the hope that it would keep the 
peace, but not for the purpose of concluding a 
peace after the recent war, Mr. Aranha said: ‘“The 
United Nations will enter into the full measure of 
its responsibilities and attributes only on the day 
when peace is concluded and all treaties are signed; 
when all peoples are liberated and there is elimina- 
tion, by agreement among the big victors, of the 
troubled conditions which are inevitable and great 
after a war. We have reason to hope that the efforts 
of the Council of Foreign Ministers will virtually 
correspond with world expectations of the integra- 
tion of the defeated peoples into international 
order. The future of the world will then become 
the responsibility of the United Nations.” 

Referring to the Palestine question Mr. Aranha 
said: “The answer to the problem which we have 
before us is among those solutions which should be 
found before our organization can enter fully into 
the functions for which it was created at San Fran- 
cisco. The entire world is present in this hall... . 
All the great forces on earth are assembled here 
with all their responsibilities, but the greatest sig- 
nificance of this Assembly is its moral aspect. We 
are at the moment faced with hope and reason 
following an era of destruction and death. We are 
the expression of the highest and broadest aspira- 
tions of human solidarity and peace.” 
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He was certain that the General Assembly would 
respond to the confidence of the nations and to the 
expectations of all. 


Established Rules Followed 


Mr. Aranha then explained that the General 
Assembly’s Provisional Rules of Procedure do not 
provide for a special procedure for a special 
session. The General Assembly had neither the 
time nor the desire to argue whether it was neces- 
sary to adopt special rules, and it would be ex- 
tremely unwise to engage in a purely procedural 
discussion which, in the end, would lead nowhere. 
He thought that the General Assembly should 
adhere as strictly as possible to its established rules. 

He therefore proposed that the General Com- 
mittee should be established as speedily as possible, 
for the main task of the General Committee is to 
examine the Provisional Agenda together with the 
supplementary list, and report to the General 
Assembly for final approval; without an agenda 
formally approved, the General Assembly could 
not work. In order to establish the General Com- 
mittee, the seven vice-presidents of the General 
Assembly had to be elected, and the six Main 
Committees had to elect their own chairmen. 

The General Assembly then elected its seven 
vice-presidents by secret ballot, and, in the after- 
noon, acting consecutively as the six Main Com- 
mittees (each of which consists of all 55 Members 
of the United Nations) it elected the six chairmen 
(see box on page 473). 

When the President announced that he would 
submit to the first meeting of the General Commit- 
tee certain communications received by the Sec- 


H.R.H. Emir Faisal al Saud. 
of Saudi Arabia (left); Faris 
el-Khouri, of Syria (center) ; 
and Sir Alexander Cadogan. of 
the United Kingdom, convers- 
ing before the meeting of the 
Special Session of the General 
Assembly to consider the Pal- 


estine question. 





retary-General from organizations asking for an 
opportunity of expressing their views, Dr. Fadhil 
Jamali of Iraq asked what agencies had requested 
such an opportunity. The President replied that 
they were the Jewish Agency for Palestine, the Pro- 
gressive Zionist District g5 of New York and the 
Hebrew Committee of National Liberation. He 
explained that it was understood that any and all 


other organizations had a right to address them- 
selves to the United Nations and that all such 
communications would be examined by the Gen- 
eral Committee. 

After Colonel W. R. Hodgson of Australia re- 
ported as Chairman of the Credentials Committee 
and there was some discussion concerning provi- 
sional credentials, the meeting was adjourned. 


General Assembly Welcomes Siam 
Pledges Support to United Nations 


A: THE 68th plenary meeting of the General 
Assembly, the first of its Special Session, on April 28, 
Siam was admitted formally as the 55th Member 
of the United Nations. 

Siam had been admitted to membership by a 
unanimously adopted resolution of the General 
Assembly at the final meeting of the second part 
of the first session. The next day, December 16, 
1946, an instrument of adherence was presented to 
the Secretary-General, and on that date its member- 
ship became effective, but the ceremony of admis- 
_ sion had to await a plenary meeting of the General 
Assembly. 

Prince Wan Waithayakon, Ambassador to the 


Dr. Oswaldo Aranha, of Brazil, who was elected President 
of the Special Session of the General Assembly, called to 
consider the Palestine question. 


Four Speakers Voice Welcome 


United States and Chairman of the Siamese dele- 
gation, was invited to the rostrum by Oswaldo 
Aranha, President of the General Assembly, who 
voiced “‘a cordial, unanimous welcome” in the name 
of the General Assembly. Siam brought a tradition 
of independence and a firm belief in the aims of 
the United Nations, the President said. 

“Today, when yet another Member joins our 
ranks, we are a step nearer our goal of building up 
a world founded on understanding, identity of pur- 
pose and co-operation,’ Mr. Aranha declared. “It 
is only when all nations subscribe to the purpose 
and principles of the Charter that we can hope to 
achieve our aim of a lasting peace whereby we may 
promote better standards of life in larger freedom.” 

Welcoming an old member of the cultural family 
of India to the new and much wider international 
family, M. Asaf Ali of India said that the United 
Nations is the only hope of mankind today. The 
world can be saved only through the awakened con- 
science of humanity reflecting itself in a fully equip- 
ped United Nations. 

India had learned that the human race could 
be saved only by the organization of human con- 
science against the excesses to which man was heir 
through his evolutionary heritage. India wanted 
peace throughout the world and was most anxious 
to throw its fullest weight into the scale of peace 
and prosperity of the human race. 

Mr. Asaf Ali hoped that the family of nations 
would grow to its fullest stature and moral strength 
by the addition of the remaining members of the 
human race scattered around the globe, and that 
the method of peaceful resolution of international 
conflicts would grow to its fullest maturity within 
the shortest period conceivable. 

Dr. Quo Tai-chi of China, also extending a wel- 
come, remarked that during World War II Siam 
had a hard struggle against the Japanese aggressors. 
Today all rejoiced in the new role of the Kingdom 
of Siam as an independent, sovereign and free state 
taking its part in the family of nations. 

Henrik de Kauffman of Denmark, declaring that 
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Brigadier General Carlos P. 

Romulo of the Philippines (to 

the left) greets Prince Wan 
Waithayakon of Siam. 


his country for generations had had special ties of 
friendship with Siam, also joined in the welcome. 


Siamese Representative Replies 


In reply, Prince Wan Waithayakon pointed out 
that the Siamese nation had long been known for its 
love of peace, freedom and tolerance. Buddhism 
had taught it to cherish peace not as something 
negative in the sense of non-war, but as-something 
positive in the sense of happy tranquillity. 
Buddhism also had taught it that human rights and 
duties applied to all mankind without distinction 
as to race, religion or sex. The Siamese called them- 
selves Thai or free people, but they knew that in 
the exercise of their freedom they must, respect the 
rights of others. 

Siam had developed a democratic regime at 
home, while in its foreign relations it had sought 
to promote good understanding and _ friendship 
with all the powers concerned. It had been an active 
member of the League of Nations. 

In the recent World War a Siamese resistance 
movement was organized and was about to go into 
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military action when hostilities ended. The United 
Kingdom and the United States, together with other 
Allied powers, had resumed normal, friendly re- 
lations with Siam; China had concluded a treaty 
of friendship, and an agreement for the establish- 
ment of diplomatic relations between Siam and the 
Soviet Union was being concluded. 


The resumption of friendly relations with France 
was complicated by a border dispute. Siam called 
the attention of the Security Council to the situa- 
tion and in so doing accepted not only the obli- 
gations of peaceful settlement under the Charter 
but also any decision which might be taken by the 
Council. In conformity with the Charter, however, 
direct negotiations took place which resulted in an 
amicable settlement. 


Deeply grateful for its acceptance as a Member 
of the United Nations, the Siamese Government as- 
sured the General Assembly that Siam would con- 
tribute its utmost to the promotion of world peace 
and international co-operation and give its full sup- 
port to the United Nations. 





General Committee Approves Provisional Agenda 


Debates Inclusion of Arab Proposal 


O N April 29, the Assembly’s General Committee 
decided to recommend that, following a general 
discussion of the Palestine question, the Assembly 
should refer to its First (Political and Security) 
Committee the question of constituting and in- 
structing a special committee which would prepare, 
for consideration at the next regular session of the 
Assembly, recommendations on the future Govern- 
ment of Palestine. This item constituted the whole 
of the Provisional Agenda. The special session, 
requested by the United Kingdom, was called 
originally to consider this question. 

On the afternoon of April 29, the General Com- 
mittee began consideration of the Supplementary 
List, which consisted of the proposal that the man- 
date over Palestine be terminated and that the 
country be granted its independence. This item was 
submitted by Egypt, Iraq, Lebanon, Saudi Arabia 
and Syria and was placed on the Supplementary 
List because it had been received after the Provi- 
sional Agenda had been circulated to Members. 


Committee’s First Meeting 


While the procedural business conducted at the 
opening day of the session proved to be non-conten- 
tious, the meetings of the General Committee held 
the following day brought out major points of 
issue. The representative of Egypt sought to com- 
bine this item with the United Kingdom proposal, 
on the ground that the proposal contained in the 
Supplementary List was actually an amendment to 
the United Kingdom proposal for the establishment 
of a Special Committee of Inquiry, and therefore 
was an integral part of the iriginal item. 

India brought out another point when her repre- 
sentative sought for information, prior to considera- 
tion of the Agenda, on the attitude of the Govern- 
ment of the United Kingdom toward whatever de- 
cision the General Assembly may take. 

That the General Committee’s deliberation 
would bring out points of contention was antici- 
pated by both the delegations and the press, who 
crowded into the small chamber at Flushing Mea- 
dows where the fourteen-member Committee met. 
Considerably. more than half the delegations were 
represented, and such was the interest in the pro- 
ceedings that the three doors to the room where 
the meetings took place were left open so that those 
who could not find seats or standing room could 
listen from the adjoining corridors and the Dele- 
gates Lounge. 

After agreeing without discussion to the Secre- 
tary-General’s proposal that all meetings of the 


472 


Assembly, plenary and committee, should be held 
at Flushing Meadow, the General Committee heard 
Assembly’s new President, Cswaldo Aranha_ of 
Brazil, introduce the Provisional Agenda as the 
first item to be reviewed. “In a very real sense,” 
Mr. Aranha said, “the item presented by the 
United Kingdom . . . has already been approved, 
because a majority of the Members responded fa- 
vorably to the inquiry of the Secretary-General 
with regard to the summoning of a special session 
of the General Assembly to consider this item.” 

M. Asaf Ali of India started the discussion by not- 
ing a press report on a debate in the British House of 
Lords in which, he said, a Government spokesman 
was reported as saying in effect that “whatever the 
recommendations of the United Nations... , the 
United Kingdom was not prepared to say at this 
stage that it would accept those recommendations.” 
Before taking a decision on whether the first item 
should be included on the Agenda, Mr. Ali sought 
for an interpretation of this statement from the 
United Kingdom representative. 

Before the United Kingdom representative re- 
plied, the President intervened to note that the 
“essence of the United Kingdom suggestion” was 
not under discussion but only the inclusion of the 
item on the Agenda. At this point, both Mahmoud 
Hassan Pasha of Egypt and Andrei A. Gromyko of 
the U.S.S.R. intervened to say that they considered 
the Indian representative’s question pertinent to 
the subject under discussion. The Egyptian repre- 
sentative stated that certain points should be 
cleared up to enable a decision to be reached on 
the advisability of the inclusion of the item on the 
agenda. 

The United Kingdom representative, who had 
expressed his willingness to answer the question, 
assured the Committee that he would, within the 
next few days, make a full statement on the situa- 
tion, including in it his Government’s position 
with regard to a recommendation by the United 
Nations. He then cited the statement in the House 
of Lords to which the Indian representative had 
referred: “I cannot imagine,” the Government 
spokesman had said, “His Majesty’s Government 
carrying out a policy of which it did not approve.” 
Sir Alexander Cadogan pointed to a distinction 
between the Government's “carrying out” a policy 
and “accepting or rejecting” a decision. 

The Indian representative said that he under- 
stood approving and acceptance as having roughly 
the same meaning. To him, the United Kingdom 
interpretation was a “distinction without a differ- 


WEEKLY BULLETIN 








_ mo — 


ce /- See SR ot aw sO CUD 





ence.” A Member of the United Nations could be 
forgiven for not being in a position to carry out 
a recommendation of the United Nations. But, he 
said, if a government placed a problem before the 
United Nations and then stated, even before the 
problem was discussed, that it would not neces- 
sarily carry out any decision reached, consideration 
of the problem by the organization would be a 
waste of time. 

His question was pertinent to the Committee's 
discussion, Mr. Asaf Ali said, because the statement 
in the House of Lords to which he had referred 
had been made only the preceding week—that is, 
some time after the Member states had agreed to 
hold a special session to consider the United King- 
dom proposals. 

To this Sir Alexander Cadogan replied that the 
position of his Government was that at present it 
was responsible “single-handed” for the Palestine 
mandate. “Any recommendation or decision which 
the General Assembly may take in this matter,” 
Sir Alexander declared, “may have to be enforced. 
... If it were a decision which we could not recon- 
cile with our conscience, should we single-handed 
be expected to expend blood and treasure in carry- 
ing it out?” The United Kingdom representative 
concluded by stating that he would reserve his posi- 
tion on this point and would bring up the question 
at the proper time before the Assembly. 

The second phase of discussion on admission of 
the only item on the Provisional Agenda — the 
United Kingdom proposal — was opened by 
Mahmoud Hassan Pasha of Egypt, who urged that 
the proposal on the supplementary list — that of 
Egypt and the Arab states to the effect that the 
Palestine mandate be terminated — concerned the 
same question inherent in the United Kingdom 
proposal and should be taken with it for considera- 
tion by the General Assembly. ““The United King- 
dom Delegation,” he said, “states that it wants 
recommendations as to the future policy in Pales- 
tine. We have just made a very concrete . . . pro- 
posal”—one which, he continued, “goes further” 
than that of the United Kingdom for a solution 
to the problem. “It is customary,” Mr. Hassan 
Pasha argued, “that when an additional item is 
added to the agenda, the one which goes further 
should be taken first, or at least at the same time as 
the item which has been put before.” 

A lengthy discussion between the President and 
the Egyptian representative arose from this obser- 
vation. The President cited a rule of procedure 
whereby additional items to a provisional agenda 
for a special session could only be incorporated into 
the final agenda by a two-third majority of the 
Members of the Assembly present and voting. This 
tule, the President suggested, made it impossible 
for the General Committee to consider the Egyp- 
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tian representative’s proposal for the disposition of 
the Supplementary List. The Committee could 
only decide to recommend to the Assembly that it 
consider or not consider items on the Supplemen- 
tary List, but had no authority to incorporate items 
on the List into the Provisional Agenda. 

Mahmoud Hassan Pasha cited three points in 
favor of his proposal. First, he noted that the pro- 
posal had been placed on the Supplementary List 
in accordance with the Provisional Rules of Pro- 
cedure, which grant Members the right to submit 
additional items for consideration at a special ses- 
sion up to four days prior to the scheduled open- 
ing of the session. Second, he noted in another rule 
that the Committee is directed to consider “the 
Provisional Agenda, together with the Supplemen- 
tary List. . . .” Finally, he stressed again that the 
proposal on the Supplementary List was not a new 
item in the sense suggested in the rule of procedure 
cited by the President, but rather an amendment 
to the Provisional Agenda. 


The President explained that he was bound by 
the Provisional Rules of Procedure, which clearly 
laid down the order in which items should be con- 
sidered at a special session. In this case, the original 
proposal of the United Kingdom would first be 
considered as the agenda communicated to Mem- 
bers by the Secretary-General, and the item pro- 
posed by Egypt and the Arab states would require 
a two-thirds vote of the Assembly before it could 
be accepted as an agenda item. 

The first meeting of the Committee came to an 
end with the acceptance by the Committee of a 
recommendation to the Assembly to place the 
United Kingdom proposal on the agenda. 
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The Problem of Palestine 
Review of Attempts to Settle Conflicting Claims 


Many attempts have been made to settle the con- 
flicting claims regarding Palestine since the British 
Government accepted a Mandate under the League 
of Nations. The problem has now been referred to 
the General Assembly of the United Nations by 
the United Kingdom, the Mandatory Power. 

On April 2, the British Government requested 
the Secretary-General to place the question of Pal- 
estine on the agenda of the General Assembly at 
its next regular annual session. Britain will submit 
to the Assembly an account of its administration of 
the League of Nations Mandate and will ask the As- 
sembly to make recommendations, under Article 10 
of the Charter, concerning the future government 
of Palestine. 

Before the Palestine question comes before the 
regular annual session of the General Assembly, 
however, the British Government desires that some 
preliminary study should have previously been 
made under the auspices of the United Nations. 
In order that this might be done, it requested that 
a special session of the General Assembly be called 
to constitute and instruct a special committee to 
prepare for the consideration of the Palestine 
Question at the regular session of the General 
Assembly in September, 1947. 

The Members of the United Nations who are 
members of the Arab League—Egypt, Iraq, Leb- 
anon, Syria and Saudi-Arabia—have requested that 
the Special Assembly place on its agenda for im- 
mediate consideration “the termination of the 
Mandate over Palestine and the declaration of 
its independence.” 

Before the First World War, Palestine was part 
of the Ottoman Empire. Under the League of 
Nations Mandate, which became effective in Sep- 
tember 1923, it was provided that the country be 
placed under such political, administrative, and 
economic conditions as would secure the establish- 
ment of the Jewish National Home; the safeguard- 
ing of the civil and religious rights of all the in- 
habitants of Palestine, irrespective of race and re- 
ligion; the development of self-governing institu- 
tions and the provision of guarantees for the Holy 
Places. 


The Balfour Declaration 


Article 2 of the Mandate, was based on a declara- 
tion of the British Government of November 2, 
1917, known as the Balfour Declaration, after Lord 
Balfour, who delivered it to Lord Rothschild, a 
leader of the Zionist movement. This declaration 
read as follows: 
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“His Majesty’s Government views with favor 
the establishment in Palestine of a National 
Home for the Jewish people, and will use their 
best endeavors to facilitate the achievement of 
this object, it being clearly understood that noth- 
ing shall be done which may prejudice the civil 
and religious rights of existing non-Jewish com- 
munities in Palestine, or the rights and political 
status enjoyed by Jews in any other country.” 
Article 4 of the Mandate stated that an appro- 

priate Jewish agency shall be recognized as a pub- 
lic body for the purpose of advising and co-operat- 
ing with the Administration in Palestine in such 
economic, social, and other matters as may affect 
the establishment of the Jewish National Home 
and the interests of the Jewish people in Palestine, 
and, subject always to the control of the Admin- 
istration, to assist and take part in the development 
of the country. The Zionist organization, so long 
as its organization and constitution are in the opin- 
ion of the Mandatory appropriate, shall be recog- 
nized as such agency. It shall take steps in consulta- 
tion with the British Government to secure the co- 
operation of all Jews who are willing to assist in 
the establishment of the Jewish National Home. 

Article 6 of the Mandate states that the Admin- 
istration of Palestine, while ensuring that the 
rights and position of other sections of the popula- 
tion are not prejudiced, shall facilitate Jewish im- 
migration under suitable conditions and shall en- 
courage, in co-operation with the appropriate Jew- 
ish agency, close settlement by Jews on the land, 
including State lands and waste lands not required 
for public purposes. 

Article 7 states that the Administration of Pales- 
tine shall be responsible for enacting a nationality 
law. There shall be included in this law provisions 
framed so as to facilitate the acquisition of Pales- 
tinian citizenship by Jews who take up their per- 
manent residence in Palestine. 

In Article 11, it is laid down that the Adminis- 
tration of Palestine shall take all necessary meas- 
ures to safeguard the interests of the community in 
connection with the development of the country, 
and, subject to any international obligations 
accepted by the Mandatory, shall have full power 
to provide for public ownership or control of any 
of the natural resources of the country or of the 
public works, services or utilities. It shall introduce 
a land system appropriate to the needs of the 
country, having regard, among other things, to the 
desirability of promoting the close settlement and 
intensive cultivation of the land. 
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This Article further lays it down that the Ad- 
ministration may arrange with the appropriate 
Jewish agency to construct or operate, upon fair 
and equitable terms, any public works, services, or 
utilities, and to develop any of the natural resources 
of the country which might not be undertaken by 
the Administration. Any such arrangements shall 
rovide that no profits distributed, directly or in- 
directly, shall exceed a reasonable rate of interest 
on the capital, and any’ further profits shall be 
utilized by it for the benefit of the country in a 
manner approved by the Administration. 

Article 22 states that English, Arabic and He- 
brew shall be the official languages of Palestine. 
Any statement or inscription on stamps or money 
in Palestine shall be repeated in Hebrew and any 
statement or inscription in Hebrew shall be re- 
peated in Arabic. 


Palestine, ancient and historic land, 
and the scene of age-old conflicts. 
Close to the Suez Canal, a halting 
place on the international air-routes 
to the Orient, and important as an 
oil outlet, Palestine occupies a stra- 
tegic position. The problems of the 
country particularly concern two great 
human communities, Jews and Arabs. 


who live in many lands. 
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Under Article 23, the Administration of Pales- 
tine shall recognize the holy days of the respective 
communities in Palestine as legal days of rest for 
the members of those communities. 


British Assurances to Arabs 


On October 25, 1915, Sir Henry McMahon, High 
Commissioner in Cairo, in a letter addressed to 
Sharif Hussein, of Mecca, gave assurances on behalf 
of the British Government that Britain was pre- 
pared to recognize and support the independence 
of the Arabs in certain areas. There was, however, 
difference of opinion as to whether Palestine was 
included in the declaration. The Arabs maintain 
that Palestine was included in the Area for which 
Arab independence was promised. The British, 
however, have insisted that all of Palestine west 
of the Jordan was excluded. 


Beersheha 
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RAILROAD 


(Gauge not shown) 


MOTOR ROAD 
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The Colonial Office, on June 3, 1922, published 
a statement of British policy explaining what was 
meant by the Balfour Declaration. This statement, 
which was made by Mr. Winston Churchill, then 
Secretary of State for the Colonies, is usually known 
as the Churchill White Paper, and set forth: 

1. That the British Government did not con- 
template either the creation of a wholly Jewish 
Palestine or the disappearance or subordination 
of the Arab population, language, or culture 
in Palestine; 

2. That the terms of the Balfour Declaration 
did not contemplate that Palestine as a whole 
should be converted into a Jewish National 
Home, but that such a Home should be founded 
in Palestine; 

g. That, for its development on these lines, it 
was essential that the Jewish National Home 
should have in Palestine a status of right and 
not of sufferance and that it was for this reason 
that it should be internationally guaranteed and 
should be formally recognized to rest on ancient 
historic connection; 

4. That for the fulfilment of the policy, the 
Jewish Community in Palestine should be able 

to increase its numbers by immigration, it being 
understood that such immigration should not 
exceed what might at the time be the economic 
capacity of the country, that the immigrants 
should not be a burden on the people of Pales- 
tine as a whole, and that they should not deprive 
any section of the present population of their 
employment. 


Partition Recommended 


Following serious disturbances, the British Gov- 
ernment appointed a Royal Commission in 1936, 
known as the Peel Commission, after the chair- 
man, Lord Peel. In its report, published in 1937, 
the Commission stated that there was an irrecon- 
cilable conflict between the national aspirations of 
the Arabs and Jews and the best hope for a solution 
which could bring peace to the country was to be 
found in partition. It recommended that Palestine 
be divided into two sovereign independent States, 
a Jewish and an Arab State, the latter to include 
the larger part of Palestine and Trans-Jordan. A 
permanent mandate was proposed for the Jerusalem 
area and certain Christian Holy Places. 

After the League of Nations had agreed that the 
United Kingdom should carry out a study of a solu- 
tion involving partition, the British Government 
appointed the Palestine Partition Commission, 
known also as the Woodhead Commission, after its 
chairman, Sir John Woodhead, to recommend 
boundaries for the proposed Arab and Jewish 
areas which would permit the establishment and 
security of separate independent States containing 
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the smallest number of Arabs in the Jewish State, 
and vice versa. The Commission published its re. 
port in 1938, and after examining three different 
plans of partition, it concluded that the political, 
economic, and administrative difficulties made any 
scheme of partition that would meet the Commis. 
sion’s terms of reference impracticable. 

In May 1939, the British Government published 
a new statement of policy, known as the 1939 White 
Paper. This provided for the eventual establish- 
ment within ten years of an independent Palestine 
State. It also announced that Jewish immigration 
would be limited to 75,000 persons over a period 
of five years, after which there would be no further 
immigration without Arab consent. The White 
Paper also authorized the Government to prohibit 
and regulate the purchase of land by Jews. 


British-American Committee of Inquiry 


In 1945, the British and United States Govern- 
ment set up a joint British-American Committee 
of Inquiry, consisting of six British and six Ameri- 
can members, to report on the condition of the 
Jews in Europe and the problems of Palestine. 

The report of the Anglo-American Committee, 
published in April 1946, recommended that Pal- 
estine should be neither an Arab nor a Jewish State, 
but a single state in which all sections of the com- 
munity could participate. It also recommended 
that until hostilities between Arabs and Jews ended 
Palestine should be continued under mandate, 
pending the execution of a trusteeship agreement 
under the United Nations. 

On the subject of immigration, it recommended 
that 100,000 Jewish immigrants be authorized for 
immediate admission into Palestine and thereafter 
admission of immigrants should be in accordance 
with the Mandate. It recommended further that 
restrictions on transfer of land be rescinded and 
that the acquisition of land be made free, irrespec- 
tive of race. It made other recommendations for 
raising the standard of living of the Arabs and for 
educational improvements and economic develop- 
ment. It pointed out that Palestine alone could not 
absorb all Jewish refugees and that the whole world 
shared responsibility for them and for all displaced 
persons. 

A Committee of American and British Experts 
met in London in June and July 1946 to examine 
the recommendations contained in the report of 
the Anglo-American Committee. As a result of that 
conference, the British Government put forward 
the Provincial Autonomy Plan for Palestine, which 
was also known as the Morrison Plan. This pro- 
vided for the division of Palestine into Arab and 
Jewish provinces, under a trusteeship agreement 
for a period of five years. The Mandatory Power 
would continue to administer the Jerusalem dis- 
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trict and the southern desert district, known as the 
Negev district. The plan provided for local legisla- 
tures in the Arab and Jewish provinces under the 
control of the mandatory government, which 
would retain ultimate authority in matters of de- 
fence, foreign relations, customs, etc. Each prov- 
ince would control the immigration into its area, 
subject to the over-riding control of the High Com- 
missioner. The plan envisaged the admission of 
100,000 Jewish immigrants, within a period of one 
year, and also contained provisions for improving 
the economic and social conditions of the Arabs, 
and the economic development of the Middle East. 
It was pointed out that this plan left the way open 
for either eventual partition or federal unity. 

At a conference in London between the British 
Government and the Arab States in September 
1946, the Arab States put forward their own pro- 
posals for a solution suggesting the establishment 
of an independent unitary Palestine by the end of 
1948. This Palestinian State would have a demo- 
cratic constitution providing safeguards for the 
Holy Places and guarantees for Jewish rights, in- 
cluding the use of Hebrew as a second official lan- 
guage in areas where Jews were in a majority. Jews 
would participate in the Government in propor- 
tion to their population but with no more than 
one-third share. Jewish immigration would be pro- 
hibited and land purchase would be restricted 
unless a majority of the Arab members of the 
government agreed otherwise. 


Jewish Agency’s Proposals 


The Jewish Agency for Palestine, which was 
recognized as a public body by Article 11 of the 
Mandate, proposed that there should be full Jewish 
rights of immigration and land settlement leading 
to the ultimate establishment of a Jewish State, 
which would provide democratic safeguards for the 
Arabs. They were prepared, however, to consider 
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any plan for the establishment of a viable Jewish 
State in an adequate area of Palestine instead of in 
the whole of Palestine. 

On October 4, 1946, President Truman re- 
affirmed his previous requests for the immediate 
admission of 100,000 immigrants and said that the 
United States could support the Jewish Agency pro- 
posal for the establishment of a viable Jewish 
State in an adequate area in Palestine. 

At conferences in London held in February 1947 
between the British Government and representa- 
tives of the seven Arab States and of the Arab High- 
er Committee, representing Arabs of Palestine, 
the British Government submitted a new proposal 
known as the Bevin Plan, which was communicated 
at the same time to the Jewish Agency which had 
not joined in the conferences but carried on inform- 
al discussions at the same time with the British 
Government. This plan provided for a trusteeship 
agreement to replace the Mandate for a period of 
five years, with the object of eventual independence. 
Local administration areas would be set up which 
would be predominately Arab or Jewish (with 
substantial majorities of either Arab or Jews 
in each area), and each having a local legislature. 
The rights of Arab or Jewish minorities in any 
local areas would be safeguarded. Jewish immigra- 
tion would proceed at the rate of 4,000 persons 
a month for two years and the rate thereafter would 
be determined by the High Commissioner. The 
local authorities would have control of transfers 
of land. The Central Government, it was recom- 
mended, would be under the High Commissioner, 
advised by an Advisory Council and an Executive 
Council in which both Jews and Arabs would 
participate. The Jewish Agency was to be super- 
seded by Jewish members of the Advisory Council. 

Since this plan was also rejected by both the 
Arabs and the Jews, the British Government an- 
nounced its intention of submitting the whole prob- 
lem to the United Nations. 
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Hector David Castro, Ambassador of El Salvador to the United States, was born 
in San Salvador in 1894. He received his degrees of Doctor of Law and Political 
and Social Science from the National University of El Salvador in 1915. From 
1917 to 1919 he was district attorney and then judge in San Salvador. He joined 
governmental service as Under-Secretary of Finance in 1919, and was appointed 
Salvadoran Consul to Liverpool, England, the following year. He subsequently 
held positions as Secretary to the Salvadoran Legation in Washington, 1920 to 
1923; Chargé d’Affaires in Washington, 1923 to 1927; Under-Secretary for Foreign 
Affairs, 1927 to 1928; and Minister of Foreign Affairs, 1931. From 1932 to 1934, 
he served as Dean of the University of El Salvador and in 1934 was appointed 
to his present position. Dr. Castro represented his country at the Sixth and 
Seventh International Conferences of Inter-American Republics held respectively 
in Havana in 1928, and in Montevideo in 1933; at the San Francisco Conference 
in 1945 and at the General Assembly in New York in 1946. 


Humberto Palza, permanent delegate of Bolivia to the United Nations, was 
born at La Paz, Bolivia in 1901. He graduated in law from the University of 
La Paz and then studied Social and Economic Sciences in Argentina. In 1928 he 
was appointed Under-Secretary of Education and in 1929 was nominated to the 
House of Deputies. He entered the diplomatic service of his country in 1935 and 
served in various posts in Mexico, Washington and Rio de Janeiro. Between 
1939 and 1943 he served as general adviser and then as Under-Secretary to the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs. He is a professor of Sociology and of the History of 
Philosophy at the University of La Paz and has written several books on socio- 
logical and international matters. He is also a journalist and lecturer, and in 
1945 was invited by the University of Santiago to lecture there. He represented 
Bolivia at the Conference of Ministers of State at Havana in 1940, and presided 
over the Commercial Conference between Bolivia and Chile in 1941. He was an 
alternate delegate at the General Assembly in New York in 1946. 


Lieutenant-Colonel William Roy Hodgson, Australian Minister to France 
since 1945, was born at Kingston, Victoria, in 1892..He was educated at the 
School of Mines, Ballarat, the Royal Military College, Duntroon and the Uni- 
versity of Melbourne. He served with the Australian Imperial Forces during 
World War I, being invalided out of the Army in 1917. From 1921 to 1934 
Colonel Hodgson was attached to the General Staff Army Headquarters in Mel- 
bourne, and during this time specialized in foreign affairs, particularly in Pacific 
and Far Eastern relations. Appointed Assistant-Secretary to the Department of 
External Affairs in 1934, he was promoted to Secretary the next year and held 
this position until he took up his present duties in 1945. He is at present the Aus- 
tralian representative on the Security Council, was Chairman of its Commission 
on Conventional Armaments for the month of April, 1947 and represented Aus- 
tralia on the Human Rights Commission which met in January 1947. 


Neftali Ponce, elected one of the Vice Presidents of the Special Session, is 
Minister-Counselor and Chargé d’Affaires at 'the Ecuadoran Embassy in Washing- 
ton. Born in Quito, Ecuador, in 1908, he studied at the University of Quito 
where he received his degree of Doctor of Law. He began his diplomatic career 
in 1934 as Ecuadoran Consul in Glasgow, Great Britain. He has subsequently 
held several positions including those of First Secretary to the Ecuadoran Embassy 
in Washington (1941) ; Director of Protocol in the Ministry of Foreign Relations 
(1943); Counselor to the Embassy in Caracas, Venezuela (1943), and to the 
Embassy in Bogota, Colombia (1944). Dr. Ponce was a representative of his 
country to the Chapultepec and San Francisco Conferences in 1945, and to the 
second part of the first session of the General Assembly held in New York in 1946. 
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Jorge Garcia-Granados, Ambassador of Guatemala to the United States, was 

born in Guatemala City in 1go00. He was educated at the Colegio Klée, Guate- 

mala City, in France and at the Universidad Nacional of Guatemala, where he 

received his degrees in law and social sciences. He joined the diplomatic service 

of his country in 1920 and was appointed secretary to the Guatemalan Legation 

to El Salvador. The following year he was posted to a similar position in Great 

Britain. From 1928 to 1932 he was a member of the Guatemalan Congress. Dr. 

Garcia-Granados left diplomatic service for a time to serve as a professor at the 

University of Guatemala (1929 to 1934) and at the University of Mexico (1939 

to 1943). In 1944 he was elected President of the Guatemalan Constitutional 

Assembly and in 1945, served as the President of the Guatemalan Congress. He 

took up his present duties in July 1945. He was an alternate representative of his Dr, Garcia-Granados 

country to the second part of the first session of the General Assembly. of Citetameala 
Mauclair Zephirin, representative of Haiti to the Special Session of the General 

Assembly, was born at Cape Haitian in 1914. He completed his studies in  litera- 

ture and philosophy at the Notre-Dame du Perpetuel Secours College at Cape 

Haitian in 1932 and subsequently obtained his degree in law at the Cape Haitian 

Ecole Libre de Droit. From 1932 to 1945 he served as a professor of science, 

literature and history at the lycée of his native town, during which time he 

published a number of essays and reports on political and literary questions. He 

was also (1938 to 1942) the director of a political-literary journal Le Messager du 

Nord. From 1938 to 1946 Mr. Zephirin was a professor of constitutional law, ad- 

ministrative law, and sciences and finances at the Ecole Libre de Droit at Cape 

Haitian. In 1938 he served as secretary of the Haitian delegation to the Eighth fe é 

International Conference of Inter-American Republics held in Lima, and in 1945 Mr. Zephirin 

served on the Government Commission at the Civil Court at Cape Haitian. of Haiti 


Mahmoud Hassan Pasha, elected Chairman of Committee III of the Special Ses- 
sion, is Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of Egypt to the United 
States. Born in Cairo in 1893, he graduated in the Faculty of Law and served 
for the early part of his career in the Legal Department of the Egyptian Govern- 
ment. In 1923 Mahmoud Hassan Pasha joined the Diplomatic Service of his 
country as First Secretary to the Egyptian Legation in Paris. He subsequently 
served as First Secretary, and then Chargé d’Affaires in Brussels, 1925 to 1929; 
as judge in the International Courts of Egypt, 1930 to 1936; and as Envoy Extra- 
ordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary to Sweden, 1936 to 1938, when he took 
up his present duties. Mahmoud Hassan Pasha has represented his country at a 
number of international conferences including the San Francisco Conference and 
both parts of the first session of the General Assembly. Mahmoud Hassan Pasha 

Lester Bowles Pearson, Canada’s Under-Secretary of State for External Affairs, 

‘has been elected chairman of Committee I. He was born in Toronto in 1897, saw 

active service in World War I, studied at the Universities of Toronto and Oxford, 

and entered the Department of External Affairs in 1928 as First Secretary. From 

1935 to 1941 he served in the Office of the High Commissioner for Canada in 

London, and in 1941 became Assistant Secretary of State for External Affairs. He 

has served in the United States as Minister-Counselor (1942), Envoy Extra- 

ordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary (1944) and Ambassador (1945). In 

September 1946 he took up his present position. Mr. Pearson has participated in 

a number of international conferences and has been closely connected with 

UNRRA since its inception in 1943 when he was elected chairman of its Commit- 

tee on Supplies, later becoming Canadian representative on its Central Com- 

mittee. He served as Chairman of both the interim commission and the first Mr. Pearson 
session of the FAO Conference in 1945. of Canada 
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Delegations to the First Special Session of the General Assembly 


AFGHANISTAN 
Representative: 
H. E. Mr. Abdol Hosayn Aziz, 
Chairman of Delegation 


ARGENTINA 

Representatives: 

H. E. Dr. Jose Arce, 

Chairman of Delegation 

Dr. Rodolfo Munoz 
Alternate 
Representative: 

Dr. Jose Eduardo Picerno 


AUSTRALIA 
Representative: 
Colonel W. R. Hodgson, 
Chairman of Delegation 


BELGIUM 


Representative: 


H. E. M. Fernand van Langenhove, 


Chairman of Delegation 
Alternate 
Representative: 

M. Joseph Nisot 


BOLIVIA 
Representative: 
Dr. Humberto Palza, 
Chairman of Delegation 
Alternate 
Representative: 
Dr. Antonio Mogro Moreno 


BRAZIL 

Representatives: 

H. E. M. Oswaldo Aranha, 

Chairman of Delegation 

H. E. M. Joao Carlos Muniz 
Alternate 
Representative: 

M. Henrique de Souza Gomez 


BYELORUSSIAN S.S.R. 
Representative: 
Mr. Leonid I. Kaminsky, 
Chairman of Delegation 


CANADA 
Representative: 
Mr. L. B. Pearson, O.B.E., 
Chairman of Delegation 


CHILE 
Representative: 
H. E. Sr. Hernan Santa Cruz, 
Chairman of Delegation 
Alternate 
Representative: 
Sr. Joaquin Larrain 


CHINA 
Representative: 
H. E. Dr. Quo Tai-chi, 
Chairman of Delegation 
Alternate 


Representative: 
Dr: C.. L: Hsia 
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COLOMBIA 
Representatives: 
H. E. Dr.. Alfonso Lopez 
Chairman of Delegation 
H. E. Dr. Alberto Gonzalez Fernandez 
Dr. Emilio Toro 
Dr. Edmundo de Holt Castello 


COSTA RICA 
Representative: 
H. E. Sr. Francisco de Paula Gutierrez 
Chairman of Delegation 


CUBA 
Representative: 
H. E. Dr. Guillermo Belt, 
Chairman of Delegation 
Alternate 
Representative: 
Dr. Carlos Blanco 


CZECHOSLOVAKIA 
Representative: 
Dr. Jan Papanek, 
Chairman of Delegation 
Alternate 
Representative: 
Dr. Ladislav Radimsky 


DENMARK 
Representatives: 
H. E. Mr. Henrik de Kauffman, 
Chairman of Delegation 
Mr. William Borberg 


DOMINICAN REPUBLIC 

Representative: 

H. E. Dr. Max Henriquez-Urena, 

Chairman of Delegation 
Alternate 
Representatives: 

Sr. Joaquin E. Salazar 

Sr. Horacio Vicioso Soto 


ECUADOR 
Representative: 
Dr. Neftali Ponce, 
Chairman of Delegation 
Alternate 
Representative: 
Sr. Clemente Duran-Ballen 


EGYPT 
Representatives: 
H. E. Mahmoud Hassan Pasha, 
Chairman of Delegation 
Mahmoud Bey Fawzi 


EL SALVADOR 
Representative: 
H. E. Dr. Hector David Castro, 
Chairman of Delegation 


ETHIOPIA 


Representatives: 
Ras Imru Haile Selassie, 
Chairman of Delegation 
Ato Getahoun Tesemma 
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FRANCE 
Representative: ; 
H. E. M. Alexandre Parodi, 
Chairman of Delegation 
Alternate 
Representative: . 
M. de Boisanger 


GREECE 
Representative: 3 
H. E. Mr. Vassili Dendramis, 
Chairman of Delegation 
H. E. Mr. Christos Diamantopoulos 
Mr. John Kalergis 


GUATEMALA 


Representative: 
H.E. Dr. Jorge Garcia Granados, 
Chairman of Delegation 


HAITI 
Representative: 
Mr. Mauclair Zephirin, 
Chairman of Delegation 


HONDURAS 
Representative: 
H. E. Dr. Tiburcio Carias, Jr., 
Chairman of Delegation 


ICELAND 
Representative: 


H. E. Mr. Thor Thors, 
Chairman of Delegation 


INDIA 
Representative: 
H. E. Mr. M. Asaf Ali, 
Chairman of Delegation 


IRAN 
Representative: ; 
H. E. Mr. Nasrollah Entezam 
Chairman of Delegation 
Alternate 
Representative: 
Mr. Abolghassen Panahy 


IRAQ 
Representatives: 
H. E. Dr. Fadhil Jamali, 
Chairman of Delegation 
H. E. Mr. Ali Jawdat 
Alternate 
Representatives: 
Mr. Burhan Udin Bashayan 
Mr. Hashim El Hilli 


LEBANON 
Representatives: 


H. E. Dr. Charles Malik, 
Chairman of Delegation 
Mr. Victor Khoury 


LIBERIA 
Representative: 


Hon. Frederick A. Price, 
Chairman of Delegation 


LUXEMBOURG 
Representative: 


H. E. Mr. Hugues Le Gallais, 
Chairman of Delegation 


MEXICO 
Representative: 


H. E. Dr. Luis Padilla Nervo, 
Chairman of Delegation 
Alternate 
Representative: 
Sr. Raul Noriega 
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NETHERLANDS 

Representatives: 

H. E. Dr. J. H. van Riojen, 

Chairman of Delegation 

Jonkheer J. W. M. Snouck Hurgronje 
Alternate 
Representative: 

Dr. Maria Z. N. Witteveen 


NEW ZEALAND 
Representative: 
Honorable Sir Carl August Berendsen. 
Chairman of Delegation 
Alternate 
Representative: 
Mr. John Stanhope Reid 


NICARAGUA 
Representative: 
H. E. Dr. Guillermo Sevilla Sacasa, 
Chairman of Delegation 
Alternate 
Representative: 
Sr. Juan Jose Martinez-Lacayo 


NORWAY 
Representative: 
Mr. Finn Moe, 
Chairman of Delegation 


PANAMA 
Representative: 
Sr. Mario de Diego, 
Chairman of Delegation 


PARAGUAY 
Representative: 
Dr. Cesar R. Acosta, 
Chairman of Delegation 


PERU 
Representatives: 
H. E. Sr. Juan Bautista de Lavalle, 
Chairman of Delegation 
H. E. Sr. Carlos Holguin de Lavalle 


PHILIPPINES 

Representative: 

H. E. Brig. General Carlos P. Romulo, 

Chairman of Delegation 
Alternate 
Representatives: 

Mr. Leonides S. Virata 

Major Salvador P. Lopez 


POLAND 
Representative: 
Mr. Jozef Winiewicz, 
Chairman of Delegation 


SAUDI ARABIA 
Representative: 


H. R. H. Amir Faisal al Saud, G. B. E., 
Chairman of Delegation 


SIAM 
Representative: 
H. R. H. Prince Wan Waithayakon, 
Chairman of Delegation 
Alternate 
Representative: 
Mr. Nai Thanat Koman 


SWEDEN 
Representative: 
H. E. Mr. Herman G. Eriksson, 
Chairman of Delegation 
Alternate 
Representative: 
Mr. Gunnar Hagglof 





SYRIA 
Representative: 

H. E. Mr. Faris el-Khouri. 
Chairman of Delegation 
H. E. Mr. Naim Antaki 
H. E. Dr. Costi K. Zurayk 
Mr. Farid Zeineddine 
Mr. Rafik Asha 


TURKEY 


Representative: 


H. E. Mr. Huseyin Ragip Baydur, 


Chairman of Delegation 


UKRAINIAN SOVIET SOCIALIST REPUBLIC 


Representative: 


H. E. Mr. Ivan A. Tulkanoff 


UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 


Representative: 


The Hon. Warren R. Austin, 
Chairman of the Delegation 


Alternate 
Representative: 


The Hon. Herschel V. Johnson 


Representative: 


URUGUAY 


Prof. Enruque Rodriguez Fabregat, 


Chairman of Delegation 


Alternate 
Representative: 


Sr. Roberto Fontaina 


UNION OF SOUTH AFRICA 


Representative: 
Honorable H. T. Andrews, 
Chairman of Delegation 


UNION OF SOVIET SOCIALIST REPUBLICS 


Representatives: 


H. E. Mr. Andrei A. Gromyko, 


Chairman of Delegation 
Mr. Semen K. Tsarapkin 
Mr. Alexei N. Krasilnikov 


UNITED KINGDOM 


Representative: 


The Right Hon. Sir Alexander Cadogan. 


Chairman of the Delegation 
Alternate 
Representative: 

Mr. J. M. Martin 


READING LIST: 


Representative: 


VENEZUELA 


H. E. Dr. Carlos Eduardo Stolk, 


Alternate 
Representative: 


Chairman of Delegation 


Dr. Pedro Zuloaga 


Representatives: 


YUGOSLAVIA 


H. E. Mr. Sava Kosanovic. 


Chairman of Delegation 
Mr. Vladimir Velebit 


Mr. Joze Brilej 
Mr. Erih Kos 
Prof. Dr. Milan Bartos 


Following is a list of publications of United Nations interest which have been received by the 
Department of Public Information: 


UNITED NATIONS IN GENERAL 


Organizing the United Nations. A 
series of articles from the Depart- 
ment of State Bulletin, Washington, 
D.C., Govt. Print. Office [1946] De- 
partment of State Publication 2573, 
United States—United Nations In- 
formation Series 6) . 


TRUMAN, Harry S. Letter of transmit- 
tal for the President’s report to the 
Congress on the United Nations, 
1946 [Washington, Govt. Print. 
Office, 1947] (Department of State 
Publication 2753) (Text of the Re- 
port has been published as Depart- 
of State Publication 2735, United 
States—United Nations Report Ser- 
ies 7). 


SPECIALIZED AGENCIES 
Foop AND AGRICULTURE ORGANIZATION 
OF THE UNITED Nations. World food 
proposals. Why they were made, 
what they aim at. [Washington, 20 


Dec. 1946] Adapted from an article 
by Gove Hambidge, FAO Director 
of Information. 

Report of the Preparatory Commis- 
sion on World Food Proposals. Pre- 
sented by the Minister of Food to 
Parliament by command of His 
Majesty, January 1947. London, H. 
M. Stationery Office [1947] (Cmd. 
7031). 

TREATIES AND AGREEMENTS 

Treaties of peace with Italy, Rumania, 
Bulgaria, Hungary and Finland 
(texts for signature in Paris on 10th 
February, 1947). Presented by the 
Secretary of State for Foreign Af- 
fairs to Parliament by command of 
His Majesty. London H.M. Station- 
ery Office 1947 (Cmd. 7022). Mis- 
cellaneous No. 1 (1947). 

Commentary on the treaties of peace 
with Italy, Rumania, Bulgaria 
Hungary and Finland. Presented by 
the Secretary of State for Foreign 


Affairs to Parliament by command 
of His Majesty. London, H.M. Sta- 
tionery Office [1947]. (Cmd. 7026). 
Miscellaneous No. 2 (1947) - 

Third session of the Council of For- 
eign Ministers, New York, Nov. 4 
to Dec. 12, 1946 [Washington, Govt. 
Print. Office, 1947]. (Department of 
State Publication 2747, Conference 
Series 93). 


REGIONAL ORGANIZATION 

AZZAM, ABDUL-RAHMAN. Causes of 
world unrest: Imperialism, the bar- 
rier to world peace. Cairo, Govern- 
ment press, 1947. (Arab League 
pamphlets on international rela- 
tions. No.1). Published by the Arab 
League Information Bureau. 

CARIBBEAN COMMISSION. COMMITTEE ON 
AGRICULTURE, NUTRITION, FISHERIES 
AND FORESTRY OF THE CARIBBEAN 
ResEARCH CounciL. Grain crops in 
the Caribbean. Washington, 1946. 
(Crop Inquiry Series No. 3). 
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Trusteeship Council Concludes First Session 
Creates Mission of Inquiry for Western Samoa 


Am tributes to the harmony which had pre- 
vailed during its twenty-seven plenary meetings and 
to the excellent beginning which had been made 
to implement the high purposes of the Interna- 
tional Trusteeship System, the first session of the 
Trusteeship Council was brought to an end at 10:40 
p.m. by its President, Francis B. Sayre, on April 
28, 1947, at Lake Success. 

Much of the work of this session was necessarily 
organizational and procedural. The Council’s rules 
of procedure, 107 in all, had to be discussed in 
detail: a process which took four weeks. These rules, 
however, govern not only the organization and 
conduct of business of the Council but also the 
method of implementing some of the principal 
duties of the Council: formulating questionnaires 
for administering authorities; examining the an- 
nual reports on trust territories submitted on the 
basis of those questionnaires; receiving and examin- 
ing petitions from trust territories; visiting trust 
territories and submitting reports to the General 
Assembly. 

While the formulation and adoption of these 
rules of procedure constituted its most important 
single piece of work, the Trusteeship Council also 
took action on other matters of importance. 

It decided to send a mission of inquiry to visit 
Western Samoa‘in June for the purpose of studying 
conditions in the light of the petition for self-gov- 
ernment submitted by leaders and representatives 
of Western Samoa, and of reporting back to the 
next session of the Council in November, 1947. 
The Charter and the rules of procedure provide 
for periodic visits to trust territories, but this 
mission is particularly significant because it arises 
from a petition. : 

Article 88 of the Charter provides for the formu- 
lation by the Council of a questionnaire on the 
political, economic, social and educational advance- 
ment of the inhabitants of each trust territory. The 
administering authorities are to make their annual 
reports to the General Assembly on the basis of 
this questionnaire. At its first session, the Council 
adopted a provisional model questionnaire, con- 
taining 242 questions for which the Council will 
seek answers from the administering authorities 
in their first reports. This provisional questionnaire 
will be sent to the authorities to assist them in 
making their reports on trust territories for 1947, 
and will be revised and adapted, as necessary, to 
specific trust territories at the November session 
of the Council. 

The Council examined twenty-three petitions 
from German and Italian residents, or former resi- 
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dents, of Tanganyika, and reached unanimous 
findings. 

Committees were also set up for making arrange- 
ments with the Economic and Social Council on 
matters of mutual concern to the two organs. 


Western Samoa 

After having considered the petitions from Tan- 
ganyika and having referred them to an ad hoc 
committee for detailed study (see Weekly Bulletin, 
Vol. II, No. 16, p. 454) the Trusteeship Council at 
its meeting of April 22 examined the petition sub- 
mitted by the indigenous inhabitants of Western 
Samoa. This petition requests the granting of self- 
government to Samoa; asks for the ending of the 
“unnatural division of the islands of the Samoan 
group”; and further requests that New Zealand will 
“see fit to act as Protector and Adviser to Samoa 
in the same capacity as England is to Tonga.” 

The President asked Sir Carl Berendsen, of New 
Zealand, for a statement on the petition. Sir Carl 
pointed out that the petition was authoritative and 
responsible because it had been signed by the 
Samoan advisers to the administration, the Samoan 
members of the legislative Council, and by Samoan 


. Associate Judges. 


The petition, Sir Carl continued, raised the first 
serious and practical issue with which the Council 
had yet been faced. It demanded the most careful 
consideration, he said, and the petition could obvi- 
ously not be debated on its merits now. He then 
suggested the dispatch of a mission of inquiry to 
Western Samoa, and set forth three conditions 
which his Government regarded as essential. These 
were that the mission should consist of experts— 
men of practical experience of local colonial ad- 
ministration; that it should stay long enough in the 
territory to make an exhaustive study of the area’s 
problems; and that the mission should make its 
inquiry at an early date, within the present year. 

This proposal met with unanimous support from 
all the members of the Council, who also agreed 
that delay in dispatching the mission should be 
avoided. Mr. Roger Garreau of France suggested 
that the mission should perhaps leave in June in 
order to complete its task before the rainy season 
of the Southern Hemisphere made conditions -un- 
suitable. 

An ad hoc committee comprising the representa- 
tives of France, Mexico, the United Kingdom and 
the United States was set up to make recommenda- 
tions on the composition and itinerary of the visit- 
ing mission. 





A portion of the Trusteeship Council is shown examining its pr ovisional rules of procedure at its sixth meeting. Seated at 
the table are, left to right, Dr. Ralph J. Bunche, Director of the Trusteeship Division, N. J. O. Makin of Australia, Pierre 
Ryckmans of Belgium, and Liu Chieh of China. 


This committee met and presented various recom- 
mendations to the Council on the following day. 
It suggested that the visiting mission should com- 
prise four members in all: two members chosen 


from representatives on the Trusteeship Council, 
one member chosen as an expert for his competence 
and experience in colonial administration; and one 
member chosen as an outstanding national of a 
non-administering country, with wide governmental 
experience, whose wisdom was universally recog- 
nized and whose name would carry weight. 

The ad hoc committee also recommended the 
establishment of a Selection Committee to choose, 
on behalf of the Council, the individual members 
of the visiting mission. The necessity of a Selection 
Committee was ascribed to the fact that it would 
not be possible to get men of the desired stature 
and caliber before the Council finished its session. 
The ad hoc committee recommended that the Selec- 
tion Committee be composed of the representatives 
of China, France, Mexico and the United King- 
dom, together with the President of the Council. 

The ad hoc committee further suggested that the 
visiting mission should leave in June to arrive in 
Western Samoa not later than July 1, 1947. The 
mission should remain there until the end of 
August, and report back to the next session of the 
Council in November, 1947. 


Objections to Selection Committee 


The members of the Council agreed to all the 
recommendations except the one that a Selection 
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Committee, and not the Council, should make the 
final choice of members for the visiting mission. 

Sayid Awani Khalidy of Iraq regretted that the 
committee had seen fit to suggest that the Counal 
should delegate so important a decision to only 
five of its members. He added that it was far more 
vital for the Council to perform its work well than 
to adjourn on any given date. 

Francis B. Sayre, the President, replied that there 
was no question of the Council’s adjourning before 
its task had been finished properly. He pointed out 
that in accordance with the rules of procedure, no 
decision on the recommendation could -be taken 
until a report had been received by the Secretary: 
General on the financial implications of the pro 
posal. 

At the meeting of April 24, Dr. Victor Hoo, 
Assistant Secretary-General for Trusteeship Affairs, 
reported that the approximate overall cost of a two 
months’ visit for a mission of two members of the 
Council and two expert consultants, accompanied 
by the necessary Secretariat staff, would be between 
$45,000 and $50,000. These figures cover all ex 
penses, including travel to and from Western 
Samoa. 

The Council then returned to a debate on the 
procedure to be followed in selecting the members 
of the visiting mission. After some discussion, thé 
Council agreed that the selection should be handled 
by a committee of representatives of the nine Coun 
cil members present, together with the Presiden 

At its meeting of April 28, the Council heard the 
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report of the committee of nine with respect to the 
composition of the Western Samoa visiting mission, 
and agreed that the mission should be composed 
of three members: Francis B. Sayre of the United 
States, Pierre Ryckmans of Belgium, and Sayid 
Awani Khalidy of Iraq. These members were au- 
thorized by the committee to consider the pos- 
sibility of appointing two expert consultants in an 
advisory capacity. 


Other Agenda Items Considered 


At its meeting of April 22, the Council took up 
items 10 and 11 of its Agenda: consideration of re- 
ports submitted by administering authorities on 
their trust territories, and consideration of the 
relations of the Trusteeship Council with the Eco- 
nomic and Social Council and the specialized 
agencies. 

The Council agreed to postpone any considera- 
tion of reports on the trust territories until a later 
session, by which time the administering author- 
ities will have received the questionnaire adopted 
by the Council, and can formulate their reports 
accordingly. 

Some discussion took place regarding arrange- 
ments for co-operation between the Trusteeship and 
Economic and Social Councils in dealing with mat- 
ters of common concern. The President reminded 
the Council of his conversations with the President 
of the Economic and Social Council, and said that 
the latter had expressed the hope that the two 
Councils would appoint a joint committee com- 
posed of three representatives of each Council. 
This committee would confer to develop sound 
lines of co-operation. 

Mr. Khalidy formally proposed the adoption of 
this recommendation, but Mr. Pierre Ryckmans of 
Belgium advocated delaying negotiations until the 
Economic and Social Council had determined more 
precisely its relations with the Trusteeship Council 
and with the administering authorities. He wanted 
the Economic and Social Council to understand 
that in matters relating to trust territories, it should 
deal directly with the administering authorities. 
Mr. Ryckmans was afraid that the establishment 
of the proposed committee would result in serious 
confusion and error, since it might lead the Eco- 
nomic and Social Council to address itself, not to 
the administering authorities, but to the Trustee- 
ship Council—which, Mr. Ryckmans emphasized, 
was “only an organ for supervision and not for 
direct administration.” 

At its next meeting, the Council adopted an 
amended version of the resolution proposed the day 
before by the representative of Iraq. The resolution 
as adopted simply authorized the President of the 
Trusteeship Council to appoint a committee of 
three representatives to confer with a similar com- 
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mittee of the Economic and Social Council “to 
discuss arrangements for co-operation in dealing 
with matters of common concern.” 

The Economic and Social Council had invited 
the Trusteeship Council to nominate representa- 
tives to join in negotiations with inter-governmen- 
tal agencies. For this purpose, the Council adopted 
a resolution providing for a committe of one to 
three representatives. 

The Council then turned to a consideration of 
four petitions. Two of these petitions came from 
the All Ewe Conference, comprising the Ewe tribe 
of French Togoland and British Togoland. In 
them, the Ewes protested the division of their tribe 
between the two administrations, and asked for 
unification. As these petitions were received by the 
Secretary-General in April, 1947, and not two 
months prior to the opening of the session as re- 
quired by the rules.of procedure for inclusion on 
the Agenda, the Council agreed unanimously that 
these two petitions would be placed on the agenda 
of the second session of the Council. 

The last two petitions were received from the 
International Alliance of Women, Middlesex, Eng- 
land, and from St. Joan’s Social and Political Alli- 
ance, London. They protested that in the Draft 
Convention concerning Non-Metropolitan Terri- 
tories, drawn up by the ILO for presentation at its 
next conference in Geneva in June, 1947, there was 
no prohibition of discrimination based on sex, and 
women workers were excluded from the legal safe- 
guards accorded to male workers. The petitioners 
asked that the Council draw attention to this dis- 
crepancy with the Charter. It was decided that 
these two petitions should be sent by the Secretary- 
General to the Director-General of the ILO for his 
information, with a covering letter requesting the 
ILO to inform the Trusteship Council on any 
action taken. 


Questionnaire Approved Provisionally 


On April 25, the Council considered the report 
of the ad hoc Committee on Questionnaires. This 
Committee had been established to study the texts 
of draft questionnaires submitted by various mem- 
bers and the Secretariat, and to draw up a model 
questionnaire as a basis for discussion by the Coun- 
cil (see the Weekly Bulletin, Vol. II, No. 15, page 
424). 

The Committee, in submitting its draft, pointed 
out that this questionnaire, when approved, should 
necessarily be considered as provisional and to a 
great extent as experimental. The practical experi- 
ence gained in the preparation of the first annual re- 
ports based on the questionnaire would according 
to the committee, enable improvements to be made 
in future years. 





The draft questionnaire comprises the following 
sections: 


Brief introductory descriptive section on the trust 
territory 

Status of the territory and its inhabitants 

International and regional relations 

International peace and security, law and order 


Political advancement 

Economic advancement 

Social advancement 

Educational advancement 

Publications issued by local administration re- 
garding the trust territory 

Research—geological, demographic, sociological, 
Cic. 

Implementation of suggestions and recommenda- 
tions made by the Trusteeship Council and 
Assembly 

Summary and conclusion—resume of principal 
events and achievements of year 


Mr. Ryckmans stated that the draft questionnaire 
was an excellent piece of work, but that it was 
impossible for a committee, however competent, to 
perform a task which should require months of 
effort by Secretariat specialists. After criticizing 
various questions in the draft, Mr. Ryckmans stated 
that the text should be prepared in definitive form 
by the Secretariat, as it was impossible for a satis- 
factory questionnaire to be approved by the Coun- 
cil during the present session. 

Other representatives agreed that the present 
draft required polishing, and suggested that’ the 
questionnaire should be sent out with the informa- 
tion that it was provisional, and with the request 
to the administering authorities for suggestions for 
improvements. 


The Council voted to approve the questionnaire 
provisionally and to transmit it to the administer- 
ing authorities as the basis for the first annual re- 
ports on trust territories, on the understanding that 
the questionnaire would be revised and refined at 
the November 1947 session of the Council. Mr. 
Ryckmans, however, abstained from voting, stating 
that he “would be absolutely unable to prepare a 
report for Ruanda-Urundi on the basis of this 
document.” He preferred to send out the document 
to the administering authorities, not as a_provi- 
sional questionnaire, but only as a “working docu- 
ment” upon which the Council would welcome the 
suggestions of the interested parties. 

During the examination of the questionnaire, 
Mr. Khalidy asked for the inclusion of a question 
calling for full information on the immigration 
policy practised in each trust territory. The text of 
this question was as follows: “Is there any appreci- 
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able flow of foreign immigration (foreign to the 
existing population of the land) to the trust terri- 
tory? If so, what is the regular number of such 
immigration? Is there any illegal immigration? If 
so, what is the number? Are there any means by 
which the population of the territory is being con- 
sulted as to the desirability of such immigration?” 


The representative of Iraq stated that he was 
raising this point because his people had suffered 
from the “dumping” of foreign elements and he 
wanted to guard the interests of the population of 
the trust territories. They should at least be con- 
sulted on whether they wanted foreign elements 
to immigrate to their territories. 


Mr. Thomas and Mr. Makin agreed that there 
was great merit in the suggestion made by Mr. 
Khalidy, and the Council agreed to include the 
proposed question. 


Tanganyika Petitions 


On the last day of the session, the Council 
adopted the draft resolutions submitted by the ad 
hoc committee on Tanganyika petitions, which had 
examined in detail the petitions submitted from 
that trust territory (see the Weekly Bulletin, Vol. 
II, No. 16, page 454). 

The ad hoc committee embodied in one draft 
resolution its findings on the petitions from German 
residents, or former residents, of Tanganyika, and 
in a second resolution its findings on the petitions 
from Italian residents, or former residents, of the 
territory. 


In both resolutions, general approval was ex- 
pressed of the policy of the administering authority, 
the United Kingdom. The Council decided that in 
the circumstances no action relating to the petitions 
was called for at the present time, and that the 
Secretary-General should inform the administering 
authority and the petitioners accordingly. 


The Council noted the United Kingdom’s assur- 
ance that no German was to be repatriated on ac- 
count solely of his nationality. Repatriation would 
be only on grounds of enemy activities or sympa- 
thies, or because of personal undesirability. Genu- 
ine political or religious refugees from Nazi domina- 
tion would not be repatriated, and exception might 
also be made in certain cases involving extreme 
hardships or where the interests of the territory so 
required. 


The Council took note also of another assurance 
by the United Kingdom that no person referred to 
in the petitions from Italian residents of Tangan- 
yika, or former residents, would be compulsorily re- 
patriated to Italy if he could find some other 
country willing to accept him, provided that there 
was no objection on grounds of security. It noted 
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also that the request of 76 persons of Italian nation- 
ality to remain in or return to the trust territory 


had been granted. 

During this meeting, the Council unanimously 
agreed to have the provisional questionnaire on 
trust territories transmitted to the Economic and 
Social Council and to the specialized agencies for 
their advice and comments on those sections which 
deal with subjects of special concern to them, 

The Council also adopted resolutions authorizing 
the President or Vice-President to represent the 
Council during consideration of its reports by the 
General Assembly, and recommending that the As- 
sembly make regular provision as a recurring item 
each year in the budget for periodic visits to trust 
territories. 


Conclusion of Session 


At the twenty-seventh and final meeting, members 
expressed their satisfaction at the harmony which 
characterised the session and thanked the Secreta- 
riat for its assistance. 

Various representatives emphasized the absence 
of friction between the administering and non- 
administering members of the Council, and stated 
that the non-administering members participated in 
the Council, not in opposition to the administering 
powers, but as colleagues in a great task. 

The second session of the Trusteeship Council 
will be convened at Lake Success during the latter 
half of November, 1947. 


Dr. Victor Hoo, Assistant Secretary-General in charge of Trusteeship and Information from 
Non-Self-Governing Territories, discusses the first session of the Trusteeship Council with 
Roger Garreau, the representative of France on the Council. 
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International Timber Conference Opens 


Tu INTERNATIONAL TIMBER CONFERENCE, Called 
jointly by the Food and Agriculture Organization 
of the United Nations and the Czechoslovak Gov- 
ernment, opened on April 28 at Marianské Lazné, 
Czechoslovakia. Some 150 delegates were in attend- 
ance, representing 26 countries and several organi- 
zations. In addition, the chief forestry officials and 
leaders in the forest industry in Europe and North 
America were present. Jan Masaryk, foreign min- 
ister of Czechoslovakia, opened the initial meeting. 


The grave difficulties of the housing situation in 
Europe, which now presents a social and economic 
problem as pressing as the world food situation, 
will be the first preoccupation of the Conference. 
In recent months there has appeared reason to hope 
that the food situation will show signs of improve- 
ment, and it will be the endeavor of the Interna- 
tional Timber Conference to secure a similar im- 
provement in the housing situation by increasing 
supplies of all kinds of lumber and wood products 
available for Europe. 


The Conference will begin working out estimates 
of the quantities of lumber needed by various coun- 
tries for reconstruction and essential new building 
and will then establish a fairly firm estimate of the 
maximum supplies of wood that can be expected 
within the next year or so from forests of European 
countries. Having related these respective needs 
and supplies, the Conference can ascertain what 
portion of lumber requirements must be secured 
from other parts of the world. , 


Resources which will be examined as a means of 
alleviating the crisis include temporary over-cutting 
of the more accessible forests. Since this may con- 
flict with principles of efficient forest management, 
longer-term measures will also have to be consid- 
ered to offset excessive drain of forest estate or dis- 
location of economic conditions which may arise as 
a result of present, urgent measures. To this end, 
the Conference will endeavor to initiate regular 
co-ordination of timber cuttings and other forest 
policies in Europe and correlation of the timber 
requirements of that region. 


The Conference commenced its task by creating 
three working committees: the first to deal with 
short-term problems of relieving the present crisis 
and increasing European lumber supplies within 
the next six or twelve months; the second to con- 
sider long-term problems such as the improvement 
of housing standards in Europe, future forest policy, 
and the development of new timber resources in 
various parts of the world; and the third to deal 
with international measures required to implement 
recommendations of the other two committees, and 
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to study the impact of the Conference’s conclusions ; 
on other agencies and organs of the United Nations, 
particularly the Economic Commission for Europe, 

The conclusions of the Conference will be sub- 
mitted to the Economic and Social Council and to 
FAO’s annual conference at Geneva in August. 

The Conference is the first step in a world-wide 
effort to establish a co-ordinated long-range pro- 
gram for forestry and forest products. Such a pro- 
gram would contribute toward bettering the living 
standard in all countries and toward proper con- 
servation and development of world forest resources, 
The Marianské Lazné conference will be followed 
by further international conferences convened by 
FAO in South America and the Far East and 
eventually by a world timber conference, probably 
in 1948. 

Countries participating in the Conference are 
Austria, Belgium, Brazil, Canada, Chile, Czecho- 
slovakia, Denmark, Egypt, Finland, France, Greece, 
Hungary, Italy, Lebanon, Mexico, Netherlands, 
Norway, Poland, Rumania, Sweden, Switzerland, 
Syria, the United Kingdom, the United States, and 
Yugoslavia. Also represented are the Allied Control 
Council for Germany, the International Bank for 
Reconstruction and Development, the Emergency 
Economic Committee for Europe, the European 
Coal Organization, and the World Federation of 
Trade Unions. 


Balkan Commission Forming 


Subsidiary Group 


At a closed meeting in Geneva on April 25, the 
Security Council’s Commission of Inquiry in the 
Balkans considered technical arrangements for 
sending a subsidiary group to Greece. 

This was in line with the Security Council’s de- 
cision on April 18 that, pending a new decision 
by the Council, the Commission should maintain a 
subsidiary group in the area concerned, to continue 
to fulfill such functions as the Commission might 
prescribe in accordance with its terms of reference. 
The group is to be composed of a representative 
of each of the 11 members of the Commission and 
of the Council. 


Discussion of the terms of reference for the sub- 
sidiary group was adjourned for a few days. 

Meanwhile the Commission continues its work 
in Geneva of drafting its report to the Security 
Council. 
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Monthly Calendar of International Meetings 


Tus is a new feature of the United Nations Week- 
ly Bulletin which will henceforth appear in the 
first issue of every month. The other issues of the 
Bulletin will continue to carry the shorter “Calen- 
dar of United Nations Events,” which has been ap- 
nearing on the inside back cover page. 

The Monthly Calendar will list the meetings of 
United Nations organs, the Specialized Agencies, 
and inter-governmental organizations, as well as in- 
ternational conferences summoned by governments, 
and meetings of international non-governmental 
organizations which have consultative status with 
the United Nations or the Specialized Agencies. 


The Calendar is compiled from the most up-to- 
date official information available at United Na- 
tions Headquarters, but it should be noted that 
dates of meetings may change at short notice. It is 
therefore desirable to verify the dates with the or- 
ganizations concerned. 

This feature in the Bulletin replaces the mimeo- 
graphed edition of the Monthly Calendar hitherto 
issued by the Conference Division of the Secretar- 
iat. Because of space limitations, some meetings 
hitherto reported in the Calendar have had to be 
deleted. These will be circulated in a separate list 
by the Conference Division. 


Date 

1946 

Continuous 

From Mar. 25 
” June 14 
” Dec. 14 

1947 

From Mar. 24 
” Apr. 10 


Apr. 14 
Apr. 28 
May 1 


May 2 


From May 


” May 
” May 


May 


May 
May 
May 
June 
June 
June 
June 
June 16 
June 23 
(tentative) 


June 23 


July 17 
July 19 


July 24 
Aug. 18 
Aug. 18 
Aug. 18 
Aug. 25 
Aug. 25 
Aug. 28 
Aug. 28 
Sept. 1 
(tentative) 


MAY 6, 1947 


Section I—United Nations 


In Session 


Security Council 

Military Staff Committee 

Atomic Energy Commission 
Advisory Headquarters Committee 


Commission on Conventional Armaments 

Preparatory Committee of the International Conference on Trade 
and Employment—Second Session 

Passport and Frontier Formalities (Government Experts) 

Special Session of the General Assembly 

Preparatory Commission of the IRO 


Economic Commission for Europe—First Session 


Forthcoming 

Consultative Committee on Public Information of United Nations 
and Specialized Agencies 

United Nations Film Board 

Committee on the Development of International Law and its 
Codification 

Joint Committee of the General Assembly and Security Council 
on Rules of Procedure Concerning the Admission of New 
Members 

Economic Commission for Europe—Transport Session 

Fiscal Commission 

Sub-Commission on Freedom of Information 

Economic Commission for Asia and the Far East 

Economic and Employment Commission 

Sub-Commission on Statistical Sampling 

Drafting Committee on the Bill of Rights 

Preparatory Conference of Experts on Telecommunications 

Economic Commission for Europe—Second Session 


Committee of the Whole of the Economic Commission for Asia 
and the Far East 

Agenda Committee of the Economic and Social Council 

Economic and Social Council (including meetings of the stand- 
ing committees) —Fifth Session 

Narcotic Drugs Commission 

Trusteeship Council—Second Session 

Sub-Commission on Economic Development 

Population Commission—Second Session 

Permanent Central Opium Board 

Commission on Human Rights—Second Session 

Statistical Commission—Second Session 

Social Commission—Second Session 

Committee on Information Transmitted under Article 73 (e) of 
the Charter 


Place 


Interim Hq. 
New York 

Interim Hq. 
Interim Hq. 


Interim Hq. 
Geneva 


Geneva 
Interim Hq. 
Ouchy, 
Switzerland 
Geneva 


Interim Hq. 


Interim Hq. 
Interim Hq. 


Interim Hq. 


Geneva 
Interim Hq. 
Interim Hq. 
Shanghai 
Interim Hq. 
Interim Hq. 
Interim Hq. 
Interim Hq. 
Geneva 


Interim Hq. 


Interim Hq. 
Interim Hq. 


Interim Hq. 
Interim Hq. 
Interim Hq. 
Interim Hq. 
Geneva 

Geneva 

Interim Hq. 
Interim Hq. 
Washington 





” Sept. 8 
(tentative) 

* Sep 2 
Sept. 16 
Oct. i 
Oct. 13 
Nov. 17 
Nov. 17 

In Nov. or Dec. 

(tentative) 


” 


From Dec. 1 
" Dec: 1 


Undetermined 


Undetermined 


From May 6 
” June 5-9 
On June 10 a.m. 
p-m. 
June 11 a.m. 
p-m. 
June 12 p.m. 
From June 13-17 
” June 19 
In Late July and 
Early Aug. 
From Aug. 4 
” Aug. 19 
oe. | 
In Late Sept. 
” Oct. 
” Nov. 
From Noy. 10-22 


” 


From Apr. 28 


” May 15 

” May 26 

” May 26 

” June 2 

In June or July 
From Aug. 26 

In Aug. 
From Aug. 4 

(tentative) 

In Summer 


9 


Sept. 


From May 21-22 


* Otho ZT 
” “Movs 2 


From May 6 


World Statistical Congress 


Committee on Procedure 
General Assembly—Second Session 
Narcotic Drugs Supervisory Body 
Permanent Central Opium Board 
Transport and Communications Commission—Second Session 
Narcotic Drugs Supervisory Body 
Passport and Frontier Formalities 
Conference (Governments) 
International Maritime Conference 


Economic Commission for Europe—Third Session 

Sub-Commission on the Prevention of Discrimination and the 
Protection of Minorities 

Sub-Commission on Employment and Economic Stability 

Information Conference 


Trade and Employment Conference 


Section II—Specialized Agencies 


ILO 


Industrial Committee on Inland Transport 

Governing Body of the ILO—Standing Orders Committee 
Staff Questions Committee 

Sub-Committee of Employment Committee 

Finance Committee 

Employment Committee 

Allocations Committee 

102nd Session of the Governing Body 

International Labor Conference—goth Session 

Permanent Agricultural Committee 


International Conference of Labor Statisticians—Sixth Session 
Industrial Committee on Iron and Steel Production 

Industrial Committee on the Metal Trades 

Joint Maritime Commission 

Preparatory Regional Asiatic Conference 

Regional Meeting for the Countries of the Near and Middle East 
Inter-American Conference on Social Security 


FAO 
International Timber Conference 


Rice Study Group 

Sub-Committee on Plant and Animal Stocks 

International Emergency Food Council—Fourth Session 
Executive Committee 

Panel on Soil Erosion Control 

Annual FAO Conference 

Sub-Committee of Standing Advisory Committee on Research 
International Conference on Losses of Food in Storage 


Sub-Committee of Standing Advisory Committee on Unexploited 
Forests of the World 
World Agricultural Census—Middle East Committee 


UNESCO 


Second Representative Conference on Reconstruction and Re- 
habilitation 

International Council of Museums 

Second General Conference of UNESCO 


ICAO 


General 
First Assembly of ICAO 


Washington 


Interim Hq. 
Interim Hq. 
Geneva 
Geneva 
Geneva 
Geneva 
Undetermined 


Interim Hq. 
or Geneva 

Geneva 

Interim Hq. 


Interim Hq. 

Interim Hq. 
or Geneva 

Undetermined 


Geneva 
Geneva 


Geneva 
Geneva 
Geneva 


Montreal 
Stockholm 
Stockholm 
Geneva 

New Delhi 
Cairo 

Rio de Janeiro 


Marianske- 
Lazne, Czecho. 
India 
Washington 
Washington 
Washington 
Washington 
Geneva 
Stockholm 
Washington 


London 


Cairo 


Paris 


Mexico City 
Mexico City 


Montreal 
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Divisional 











From Aug. 19 Airdromes, Air Routes and Ground Aids Montreal 
” Sept. 16 Rules of the Air and Air Traffic Control Montreal 
” Oct. 8 Meteorological Montreal 
” Nov. 18 Search and Rescue. Montreal 
Regional 
” June 17 South American Lime 
” July 15 South Atlantic Rio de Janeiro 
International Air Transport Association 
” Apr. 29 Executive Committee Meeting Montreal 
In May Technical Conference Miami 
(tentative) 4 : 
” Oct. General Meeting Rio de Janeiro 






International Bank 


On Sept. 10 or 11 Second Annual Meeting of the Board of Governors of _ the London 
International Bank for Reconstruction and Development 












International Monetary Fund 


On Sept. 8 Second Annual Meeting of the Board of Governors of the London 
International Monetary Fund ean 






WHO 






From Apr. 16 Sub-Committee for Revision of Clauses of International Sanitary Egypt 
Conventions Concerning Pilgrimages 
” Apr. 21 Nuclear Committee on Malaria Geneva 






IRO 


Preparatory Commission of the International Refugee Organ- 
ization 










Ouchy, 
Switzerland 













ITO 













From Apr. 10 Preparatory Committee of the International Conference on Geneva 
Trade and Employment (United Nations) —Second Session 
” Nov. 20 International Conference on Trade and Employment (United Undetermined 
(tentative) Nations) 






UPU 






Universal Postal Congress 






ITU 










General 
From June 16 Preparatory Conference of Experts on Telecommunications Interim Hq. 
(United Nations) 
” Jal 12 International Conference on Telecommunications Atlantic City, 
































Radio 
From May 15 International Radio Administrative Conference Atlantic City, 
N. ne 
In Aug. or Sept. International High Frequency Broadcasting Conference Atlantic City, 
N. J. 
Telegraph 
From May 13 International Telegraphic Consultative Committee—Sixth Meet- Lisbon 
ing 
Telephone 
In May International Telephonic Consultative Committee—Commission _ Paris 
on Long Distance Telephone Problems; Commission on Sig- 
nalling and Telephone Switching Problems 
” July Mixed Engineering and Traffic Commission United States 
” Autumn Commission on Interference from Power Systems Paris 
” Autumn Commission on Cable Corrosion Problems Paris 











Section I1I—Governmental and Inter-Governmental 


In session 


” 


From Apr. 15 
” Apr. 22 


May 
*” May 10 
°° May 13 
” May 16 
In June 
* June 


From June 3 


June 16 

” Aug. 14 
In Sept. 

From Nov. 1 

” Autumn 
Nov. 


In Late 1947 
In Dec. 


°° 


Conferences 


Far Eastern Commission 
German External Property Negotiations 


Inter-Allied Trade Board for Japan 

Inter-Allied Reparation Agency—Meetings on Conflicting Cus- 
todial Claims 

Emergency Economic Committee for Europe 

Inter-American Institute of Agricultural Sciences—Administra- 
tive Committee 

Belgian Government—Tin Study Group 

International Hydrographic Bureau—Fifth International Con- 
ference 

International Technical Committee of Aerial Legal Experts— 
Plenary Session 

U. S. Government-Inter-American Conference on the Conserva- 
tion of Renewable Natural Resources 

Baltic and International Maritime Conference—Committee 
Meeting 

Baltic and International Maritime Conference—General Meeting 

Belgian Government—World Festival of the Fine Arts 

Inter-American Institute for the Protection of Childhood—In- 
ternational Council 

European Central Inland Transport Organization—7th Session 
of the Council 

British Empire Forestry Conference 

Commonwealth Survey Officers Conference 

Inter-American Indian Institute--Second Conference 

British Government—Meting of Experts on Safety of Life at Sea 

Inter-American Committee on Social Security 


_ Inter-American Radio Office—Technical Committee of North 


American Regional Broadcasting Agreement 

Pan-American Institute of Geography and History—Commission 
on Cartography 

Union of American Republics—gth International Conference of 
American States 


Washington 
Lisbon and 
Madrid 
Washington 

Brussels 


London 

Turrialba, Costa 
Rica 

Brussels 

Monaco 


Montreal 
Yosemite, Calif. 
Copenhagen 
Copenhagen 
Brussels 
Caracas 


Paris 


London 
London 
Cuzco, Peru 
London 

Rio de Janeiro 
Havana 


Buenos Aires 


Bogota, 
Colombia 


Section [V—International Non-Governmental 


From Apr. 
” Apr. 


” May 
June 
June 5 


June 15 


June 18 
July 


6 
july 20 
Aug. 5 


Aug. 10 
Sept. 5 


” Sept. 8-12 
In 1947 


Organizations 


Interparliamentary Union—g6th Plenary Conference 

International Committee of the Red Cross—Conference of Gov- 
ernment Experts 

International Federation of Agricultural Producers—Annual 
General Assembly 

International Chamber of Commerce—11th Congress 


World’s Woman’s Christian Temperance Union—17th Conven- 
tion 

World Federation of Democratic Youth—Executive Committee 

International Organization of Industrial Employers—General 
Council 

International Student Service—Annual Conference 


. World Federation of Democratic Youth—World Youth Festival 


World Alliance for International Friendship through the 
Churches—International Council 

World Federation of Democratic Youth—World Council Meet- 
ing 

International Council of Women—First Post-War Conference 

Associated Country Women of World—Triennial Conference 

International Organization of Journalists—World Press Con- 
ference 


Cairo 
Geneva 


The Hague 


Montreux. 
Switzerland 
Asbury Park, 
Moscow 
Evian, France 


Aarhus, 
Denmark 

Prague 

Basel, 
Switzerland 

Prague 


Philadelphia 
Amsterdam 
Prague 
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